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Lavender Types

• Lavandula angustifolia
• Showier flowers and buds (calyxes)
• Earlier blooming
• Shorter stems

• High variability among cultivars

• Lavandula x intermedia
• Later blooming
• Taller stems
• Branching can be an issue
• Smaller corollas/duller calyxes



Lavender Cultivar Verification 
Trial
• Established in 2019 and on-going
• 4 plants per cultivar per source
• Sources:

• Propagators
• Garden centres
• Big box stores
• Previous cultivar trial (mostly Oregon)

• 39 cultivars with bundles/oil



Funding

• OMAFRA
• Ontario Lavender Association (OLA)
• Horticulture Crops Ontario 
• Donation of plants from several members of 

OLA



Lavender Cultivar Verification 
Trial
• 2020 – cultivar mislabeling
• 2021 – bloom architecture
• 2022 Activities:

• Bloom time assessment  (1st flower, peak bloom, 
and 80% bloom)

• Dried bundles
• Dried in a greenhouse = some bleaching/browning

• Essential oil
• Glass still with 250 g flowers
• Estimated oil yield
• Oil samples for qualitative assessment

• Results are estimates only!! 



Results – Cultivars 2020

• 39 cultivars bloomed
• 29 had good comparisons and normal bloom

• 14/29 had labelling issues
• 15/29 correct
• older cultivars tended to have most of the 

labelling issues
• 49% of verified cultivar/source combinations 

were incorrect or drifted from the original



Results – Cultivars Often 
Mislabeled
• Munstead - 7 sources, all incorrect
• Hidcote/Hidcote Blue – 9 sources, mostly 

incorrect or close
• Twickel Purple
• Folgate (but mislabeled may be good)
• Maillette
• Sharon Roberts



Desired Architecture

• Long stem
• Thick stem?
• No branching
• Many verticillasters
• Many buds per verticillaster
• Minimal spacing between 

verticillaster
• Large calyx?
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Flower Architecture











Bloom Time - Angustifolias

• Early (June 17-20 start – peak around July 3)
• Super Blue, Big Time Blue, Blue Rider, Little Lady, 

Twickel Purple, French Fields, Premier, Dark 
Supreme, Essence Purple, Sachet, Forever Blue

• Mid (June 21-23 start – peak around July 6)
• Ellagance Series, Folgate, Imperial Gem, Dwarf Blue, 

Pink Perfume, Most Munstead, Fashionably Late, 
Rosea, Melissa, Melissa Lilac, Essence Purple, 
Betty’s Blue, Sharon Roberts, Arctic Snow, Annet

• Late (June 24-29 start – peak around July 10)
• Most Hidcote, Purple Bouquet, Buena Vista, Royal 

Velvet, Royal Purple, Maillette (latest – June 29)



Bloom Time - Lavandins

• Phenomenal – June 28-July 29 (July 20 peak)
• Grosso – July 3-July 29 (July 20 peak)
• Edelweiss – July 4-July 31 (July 18 peak)
• Gros Bleu – July 4-Aug. 2 (July 24 peak)
• Impress Purple – July 6-Aug. 3 (July 24 peak)



Oil Yield per 250 g Flowers (Estimated)



Oil Yield per Hectare (Estimated)
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Questions?

Contact Info:
sean.westerveld@ontario.ca
519-420-7400



Essential Oil Assessment

• Turn vial over so lid is exposed to oil
• Unscrew vial
• Smell the lid
• Securely tighten lid back on and pass on
• Smell coffee grounds between vials to reset
• Fill in assessment sheet as best you can

• 1st rating – how characteristic of lavender is it
• 2nd rating – overall impression
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